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Cameroon 


Opposition Leaders Authorize¢ To Leave for Paris 


AB23081(1091 Paris AFP in French 1848 GMT 
21 Aug 91 


[Text] Yaounde, 21 Aug (AFP)}—Five Cameroonian 
Opposition members, who were prevented from boarding 
a flight to Paris at Yaounde Airport on 19 August, were 
finally authorized to leave the country for France today, 
informed sources disclosed in Yaounde. The 
Cameroonian opposition members, among whom were 
Samuel Eboua, chairman of the National Union for 
Democracy and Progress, Charles Tchoungang, and 
Sindjoun Pokan, who are members of the Cameroonian 
Human Rights Organization, all belong to the executive 
body of the Cameroonian opposition movement, com- 
prising seven parties and three associations. They will be 
touring Europe and America to sensitize the interna- 
tional community on their country’s current sociopolit- 
ical problems. 


No official reasons were given on the motives for the 
withdrawal of the passports of these persons on Monday 
as they were about to leave. It was upon the instructions 
of Paul Biya, the Cameroonian head of state, that the 
opposition delegation was authorized to leave the 
country today, a reliable source disclosed. 


Opposition Levder Fru Ndi on Shooting Incident 


AB2308110091 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Cameroon opposition leader John Fru Ndi of the 
Social Democratic Front ran into trouble when he was 
traveling to Bafoussam in west Cameroon to address a 
rally. It is the latest twist in the deadlock between the 
Cameroon opposition and President Biya over his 
refusal to hold a national conference. This led to weeks 
and weeks of demonstrations and strikes. Today's rally 
in Bafoussam was officially banned last night, but John 
Fru Ndi and his supporters traveled there anyway until 
they ran into security forces. The resulting confrontation 
led to John Fru Ndi being on the receiving end of rubber 
bullets. On the line to his home in Bamenda, Rachel 
Rawlings asked John Fru Ndi what had happened: 


[Begin recording] [Ndi] This morning I left for Bafous- 
sam. On my way the militants from Mbouda accc mpa- 
nied me. When we got into Bafoussam, we parked our 
cars and started the march. We marched for about a 
kilometer when the gendarmes came and opened fire on 
us. As they were opening the fire, | ordered my militants 
to sit down and I was walking with my walking stick up 
in the air and my other empty hand up in the air. They 
sent the first tear gas canister: it hit me on the head, the 
next one hit me on the chest, and the third one hit me on 
the lower abdomen, and they finally got my legs with a 
rubber bullet. 
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[Rawlings] So you were hit four times by different 
projectiles? 


[Ndi] Yes and two other people were wounded. 


[Rawlings] Now did the security forces give you any 
warning that they were going to fire? 


[Ndi] No they never gave any warning. They just opened 
fire in their panic. They just opened fire straight away. 
There was no warning at all. Then, the senior divisional 
officer in charge of Bafoussam came and I made it clear 
to him that President Biya had ordered him to get me 
killed, but we are going keep on with the struggle for 
democracy until we get the sovereign national confer- 
ence for this country. 


[Rawlings] It is a very serious accusation to say that 
President Biya has asked members of the security forces 
to kill you. Surely, you are overstating the case. Nobody 
was killed during this confrontation today. 


[Ndi] No it ts not an overstatement ma’am, because 
President Biya is commander in chief of the Cameroon 
Armed Forces and the Armed Forces have killed over 
300 Cameroonians, and President Biya has not made 
any statement against this at all. In other words, he has 
legalized the killing by the members of the Armed 
Forces, and these people are being killed because they are 
accused that they are violent. But the violence starts 
when we are going out on [word indistinct] march like 
this, they just come and open fire on harmless citizens. 
When they opened the fire, ihat is when the militants run 
into the streets and they start destroying the property 
that belonged to government or to the police [words 
indistinct}. The militant Cameroonians are not violent. 


[Rawlings] Now don’t you think it was a bit provocative, 
holding this march, when it had already been banned? 


[Ndi] But if the march was banned, it was not the place 
of the forces to open tear gas without warning. I mean, I 
think the Cameroon soldiers should go to the bush; if 
there any quarrels with any country that they want to 
fight they fight, and not to come and shoot at their own 
harmless citizens. 


[Rawlings] But if you are going to undertake acts of civil 
disobedience, shouldn't you expect the security forces to 
use reasonable force in order to prevent you from doing 
$0.? 


[Ndi] Well they never gave any warning. They never 
blocked the road. As soon as they came towards us, 
coming out of panic, this petty lieutenant opened fire on 
us, and that is what President Biya’s [words indistinct]. 
And what they were doing was that we should also panic 
and the militants should start running away for them to 
get on to them and slaughter. But I have told them that 
they should not run and when they saw them in their 
numbers, sitting down instead of running away in panic, 
the way they the police was panicking too, that is when 
they gave up. [sentence as heard] 
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{[Rawlings; Wha! is your next move? 


[Ndi] Well my next move is that the protest marches will 
continue until President Biya gives in to the sovereign 
national conference. [end recording} 


Equatorial Guinea 


Opposition Protests Slowness in Democratization 


AB2308124991 Libreville Africa No.1 in French 
0730 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] The Equatorial Guinean opposition is no less 
dissatisfied than the [Algerian] Islamic Salvation Front 
[FIS]. From its base in exile, it has risen up against the 
slow pace of democratic reform in the country, despite 
President Obiang Nguema Mbasogo’s declarations of 
good intentions about opening up democratically. The 
opponents to the Malabo regime reject the resolutions 
passed at the last congress of the Democratic Party of 
Equatorial Guinea [PDGE]. Raphael Mbadinga? 


[Mbadinga] Among other recommendations, the PDGE 
adopted two laws. The first of them governs the freedom 
of expression and press freedom while the second regu- 
lates the futwre life of free trade unions. The congress 
also examined the possibility of allowing the participa- 
tion of political groups other than President Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo’s ruling party, without clearly pro- 
viding for the formation of political parties, or legalizing 
those already in existence. It is here that the differences 
set in. 


In a communique jointly issued by the three opposition 
political parties in exile, the Union for Democracy and 
Social Development [UDDS5], I quote, refuses to bend to 
the laws of a government under the control of a party 
which continues to bully the Equatorial Guinean people. 
UDDS demands a direct meeting with President Obiang 
Nguema and a roundtable discussion with the single 
ruling party in Malabo to fill the legal vacuums sur- 
rounding political parties at a time there is talk of a 
multiparty system in Equatorial Guinea. 


For the African Socialist Party of Equatoria! Guinea 
[PSAGE], the first congress of the Equatorial Guinean 
single ruling party is another maneuver by the authori- 
ties who would like to set up a multiparty system under 
their control. To prove his goo¢ ‘ntentions and sincerity, 
the Equatorial Guinean head of state should immedi- 
ately enact and publish a law introducing political plu- 
ralism in Equatorial Guinea. PSAGE also calls for a 
general amnesty for political prisoners. 


The third opposition party, the Democratic and Social 
Union, demands, on its part, the formation of a transi- 
tional government of national unity which will be 
entrusted with the great responsibility of successfully 
conducting the pluralist democratic process. This party 
also demands the dissolution of the present Chamber of 
the People’s Representatives—in other words the 
National Assembly—and the presence in the country of 
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international observers during the implementation of 
the democratization process. It now remains to be seen 
whether President Obiang Nguema Mbasogo will bow to 
the demands of the opposition in exile. 


Rwanda 


Rebels Reportedly Shell Armed Forces Positions 


EA2208111591 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale 
de la Republique Rwandaise in French 0430 GMT 21 
Aug 91 


[Text] After a recent statement, according to which they 
would totally stop their attacks against Rwanda, the 
rebel-cockroaches [inyenzi-inkotany] have again shelled 
Rwandan Armed Forces positions in the volcanoes 
region. This was reported by Jean-Baptiste Hakizimana 
in Ruhengeri. 


{Hakizimana] It was yesterday at 1000 that they started 
mortar fire attacks against Rwandan territory from 
Uganda. Fortunately, the noise of mortar fire has never 
frightened the people of the communes located along the 
border; they are continuing their daily activities. The 
Rwandan Armed Forces, moreover, are remaining vigi- 
lant and are ready to crush the enemy. The firing was 
heard from 1000 to 1930. The local authorities called on 
the people to continue with their agricultural activities so 
as to disappoint the rebels, noting that nobody in 
Byumba and Ruhengeri prefectures has ever experienced 
hunger because of the war which the rebels seek to 
continue in these two prefectures. 


Zaire 


Conference Delegates Verification Body Established 


EA2208112591 Kinsangani Voix du Zaire in French 
0600 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] The provisional commission in charge of the 
control and verification of the mandates of the sovereign 
national conference participants was established yes- 
terday. It has five days to examine all the dossiers of the 
conference participants to enable the provisional execu- 
tive committee — the sovereign national conference 
chaired by Pastor Kalonji Mutambayi to start its pro- 
ceedings on 26 August. 


National Conference Adjourned 


EA2208134691 Bukavu Voix du Zaire in French 
1630 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] The plenary session of the Zairian sovereign 
national conference will resume after five days. This was 
announced on 20 August by the president of the interim 
office, Mr. Kalonji Mutambayi [words indistinct]. 
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Opposition on Rejoining Conference 
E4A2208151691 Bukavu Voix du Zaire in French 
1630 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] Delegates of the opposition (?administration) 
were rec_.ved this morning by the chairman of the 
interim office of the sovereign national conference, Mr. 
Kalonji Mutambayi. The delegates of the Sacred L nion 
said that they were ready to take part in the session on 
condition that all intruders be chased out of the People’s 
Palace hall. The chairman (?of the interim office) of the 
sovereign national confererce told the opposition deie- 
gates that he had taken note of their claims and added 
that all the claims would have to be put before all the 
members of the national conference and not outside the 
forum. 


Opposition Urged To Return 


EA2208152291 Lubumbashi Voix du Zaire in French 
0430 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] Latest report on the Zairian sovereign national 
conference sessions: Two important moments marked 
yesterda.. First, in the morning there was a double 
meeting between the sovereign national conference 
interim office and an eight-man strong delegation of the 
Sacred Union headed by Ileo Nsongo Amba for the 
political parties and Dr. Nombi for the business commu- 
nity. 


The Sacred Union read and presented the chairman of 
the interim office with a 17-point memorandum 
restating the main conditions for holding the national 
conference under conditions acceptable to the Sacred 
Union. Dr. Nombi explained the causes of confusion 
within the business community. 


Pastor Kalonji Mutambayi promised to study, at the 
level of the interim office of the sovereign national 
conference, the claims presented by the two parties and 


CENTRAL AFRICA 3 


invited the representatives of the two groups to return to 
their places at the national conference, which will 
resume its sessions on 26 August at the People’s Palace. 


Yesterday afternoon the verification and validation of 
mandates commission met at the international confer- 
ence hall of the People’s Palace. Members of the com- 
mission studied three points presented by the office, 
notably the reading of the minutes of the activities of 20 
August, followed by the presentation of the report of 
various contacts made yesterday with the interim office 
of the sovereign national conference, and finally the 
procedures to be adopted for future sessions. 


Opposition Drops Conference Boycott 
AB2208191091 Paris AFP in English 1535 GMT 
22 Aug 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, Aug 22 (AFP)}—Zaire’s four main 
Opposition parties have decided to drop their boycott of 
a national conference on the country’s future, the st2‘c 
news agency AZAP reported. It said the decision came 
after a top-level delegation of party chiefs held talks 
Wednesday [21 August] with the forum's interim 
chairman, Protestant Pastor Isaac Kalondji Mutambayi. 


They had been staying away from the talks over the pasi 
few weeks, complaining that the conference was being 
stacked in favour of President Mobutu Sese Seko. The 
agency said they gave Kalondji Mutambayi a list of 
names of people they insisted were ineligible as dele- 
gates, so as to preclude “any trickery or manipulation.” 


Following a glaomy opening speech by interim prime 
minister Mulumba Lukoji, saying the balance sheet of 30 
years of independence was “overall negative,” the parley 
has been bogged down in procedural disputes and chal- 
lenges to the credentials of delegates, with some 4,000 
people trying to register in place of the originally sched- 
uled 2,800. 


4 EAST AFRICA 


Somalia 


President Accepts Resignation of Prime Minister 
EA2108125091 Mogadishu Radio Mogadishu in Somali 
1700 GMT 20 Aug 91 


[Text] Today Mr. Omar Arteh Ghalib, prime minister of 
the Republic of Somalia, submitted his letter of resigna- 
tion to the president of the Republic of Somalia which 
the president has accepted. The president asked the 
prime minister to continue with his respensibilities until 
another prime minister is appointed. Mr. Omar Arteh 
Ghalib, who was the prime minister of the interim 
government, was appointed to the post by the president 
in February 1991. 


Uganda 


Northern Corridor Meeting Ends in Kampala 


AB1908141891 Dakar PANA in English 1600 GMT 
18 Aug 91 


[Text] Kampala, 18 Aug (UNA/PANA)}—A consultative 
meeting between Burundi, Rwanda 22d Uganda on the 
utilisation of the Kampala, Kigali, Bujumbura and 
Goma section of the northern corridor held in Kampala 
Friday [16 August] has agreed that every member state 
shall take the necessary measures to ensure the protec- 
tion and security of the transit traffic within its border. 


In a communique released after the one-day meeting, 
delegates agreed that the question of security was not 
peculiar to the Uganda/Rwanda section of the northern 
corridor. Uganda assurec the participants of its com- 
mittment to the corridor objectives and stated that the 
northern corridor section in Uganda was usable and 
without security problems. 


The Rwandan delegation observed that there had been 
some incidents in the past involving transit traffic on the 
section of the Ugandan corridor. Rwanda, therefore, said 
for effective re-utilisation of the routes, there should be 
some physical quarantees, including escorts of transit 
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traffic. These would give the public especially the trans- 
porters psychological comiort. 


Burundi agreed on the sentiments by Uganda and 
Rwanda on the effective re-utilisation of the route. Thev 
warned against the use of escorts as it would add extra 
costs to transportation. 


The Kampala meeting was a follow-up of the decision of 
the transit transport coordination authority consultative 
meeting held in Addis Ababa in May, to find ways and 
means of effective re-utilisation of Kampala, Kigali, 
Bujumbura and Goma to transit traffic. 


Recommendations Follow Border Meeting With Kenya 


EA2208105091 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1400 GMT 20 Aug 91 


[Text] The Kenya-Uganda joint border meeting has 
recommended the establishment of customs, police, and 
immigration posts on islands in the Lake Victoria to ease 
trade and human movement between the two countries. 
In a communique issued yesterday after a one-day 
meeting in Tororo, both parties agreed to respect each 
other’s territorial integrity regarding the catching and 
marketing of fis’: in the territorial waters. Both sides 
stressed the importance of border posts so as to ease the 
lives of the local people along the border. They also 
agreed that both people respect the laws of their host 
countries. 


On human movement, both parties resolved to ease the 
movement of people across the border, especially in 
cases of marriages and other related visits. In an event of 
misunderstanding over [word indistinct] citizenship of 
the people repatriated, both sides agreed to facilitate 
normal repatriation of the people involved. According to 
the communique, the Kenya delegation has represented 
the cases of people who might have left behind their 
legally acquired properties when repatriated from 
Kenya. They also promised to investigate the alleged 
dumping of toxic waste in River Malaba. 


The Ugandan delegation, on the other hand, agree to 
investigate allegations that Kenyans are harassed on 
Uganda roads. 
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Government Grants Three Soviet Defectors Asylum 


MB2308071191 Juhannesburg Souta African 
Eroadcasting Corporaticn Network in English 
0500 GMT 23 Aug 91 


[Text] The cabinet has granted permanent residence to 
three Soviet women who sought asyluin in South Africa. 
The three women who were attached ‘o the embassy in 
Maputo [Mozambique] came to South Africa from Swa- 
ziland earlier this year. The minister of home affairs, Mr. 
Gene Louw, says 1n a statement that the necessary legal 
steps have been taken to finalize their permanent resi- 
dence in South Africa. 


Soviet Jet Returns From Antarctic Rescue 22 Aug 


MB2208174691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1741 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 22 SAPA—A Soviet aircraft with 
185 people on board landed safely at Cape Town's D.F. 
Malan Airport on Thursday after completing an 
8,200km round trip and a landing on ice to rescue 
stranded Soviet antarctic explorers. The Ilyushin 76 jet 
transporter touched down at 4.43PM, ending a risky 
mid-winter operation to save 169 people on a supply 
ship stuck in ice off the Antarctic coastline. “We are 
tired and happy. We are happy about Gorbachev,” 
Soviet polar scientist Dr Sergey Karpekin told reporters 
soon after getting out of the aircraft. 


Chunks of ice fell from a forward door of the aeroplane 
moments before passengers, bulkily clad in polar gear, 
climbed down a ladder onto the apron. The aeroplane 
completed its mercy mission in just under 36 hours after 
taking off from Cape Town before dawn on Wednesday 
and flying over the southern ocean to the Soviet Molo- 
dezhnaya base, 4,100km away. 


Describing the takeoff from the ice airstrip 28km from 
the base at about 10.30AM on Thursday, pilot Mr 
Stanislaw Bliznyk said: “The aircraft was overloaded. 
Visibility was miserable. The runway was short. There 
was a very strong wind from the right”. Landing and 
taking off from the airstrip in a lull in cyclonic antarctic 
winter storms and near-perpetual darkness was not the 
only risk—once it had passed the 3,200km mark on the 
southwards route, there was no turning back. 


Mr Bliznyk, an Ilyushin test pilot and Hero of the Soviet 
Union, said: “There was no problem with the landing, 
but I was a bit nervous. We are tired, but very satisfied”. 


Dr Artur Chilingarov, who headed the rescue operation, 
said the Soviet polar researchers were “very disap- 
pointed” to hear of the coup against the Soviet Govern- 
ment by communist hardliners earlier this week. “The 
Antarctic is a continent of peace and progress. Because 
of the Antarctic, many countries cooperate fruitfully. 
That is why we are here in South Africa,” he said. 


The Soviets could meet South African Government 
representatives in Pretoria. “We will receive this with 
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pleasure,” he said, adding there couid be future cooper- 
ation Fetween Soviet Antarctic scientists and South 
Africa’s Department of Environmental Affairs. 


Dr Sergey Karpekin, deputy director of the Arctic and 
Aintarctic Research Institute of the Soviet Union, said 
the Ilyushin would probably fly back to the USSR next 
Wednesday. 


The 155 Antarctic explorers taken off the ice-bound ship 
Mikhail Somov were taken to another Soviet ship, the 
research vessel Professor Viese, moored in Cave Town 
harbour. “God knows what will happen to the Mikhail 
Somov,” said Dr Chilingarov. The ship is trapped in two 
metres of pack ice. It could only continue its voyage back 
to the Soviet Union if the weather changed and wind 
broke up the ice. 


Ms Lyudmila Abramr-ova, a stewardess from the Mikhail 
Somov, told reporters in broken English that seven 
women were among the people airlifted off the Antarctic. 
“I found out about Gorbachev on the radio,” she said 
with a grin and a raised thumb. “We are very happy that 
Mikhail Gorbachev came back.” 


Rescue Coordinator Thanks Government 


MB2308075491 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 23 Aug 91 


[Text] The coordinator of the Soviet rescue mission to 
the Antarctic has thanked the South African Govern- 
ment and the people of Cape Town for their help in the 
rescue of 169 Soviet scientists. A Soviet aircraft carrying 
the scientists landed at D.F. Malan Airport yesterday 
afternoon. Their research ship is still stuck in pack ice 
with a skeleton crew on board. The pilot of the plane said 
the most difficult part of the mission was taking off from 
Antarctica because visibility was poor, the aircraft was 
overloaded, and the ice runway was too short. 


Ciskei Military Ruler on ‘Evidence’ of Coup Plot 


MB2208122991 Umitata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 22 Aug 9! 


[Text] Ciskei’s military ruler says he has uncovered 
evidence of a coup plot invol ‘ing people from Transkei. 
Brigadier Oupa Gqozo says his security forces have 
uncovered the conspirators and that information has 
been supplied freely by people involved. Gqozo hasn't 
released the names of any of the people it suspects of 
involvement in the coup plot. Responding to the allega- 
tions Transkei’s military leader, Major General Bantu 
Holomisa, says Ciskei’s police may ask any questions 
they want to of anybody in Transkei. 


[Begin Holomisa recording] The Ciskei Government is 
free to send her best policemen to come and investigate 
whoever is implicated, including the politicians in this 
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country and government officials. We will asiist them, 
and such an offer is unconditional. [end reccrding] 


AWB Sets Conditions for NP Parys Meeting 


MB2208 183091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1824 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] Ventersdorp Aug 22 SAPA—The Afrikaner Weer- 

ing (AWB) [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] 
will let the forthcoming National Party [NP] meeting in 
Parys “continue unhindered” if the NP provides proof 
that taxpayers’ money will not be used to transport its 
guest speaker or provide excessive protection. 


The AWB’s chief secretary, Mr Ernie van der Westhui- 
zen, said the AWB’s Executive Council (Uitvoerende 
Raad) which met on Wednesday, had taken note of the 
NP’s announcement that their Parys meeting next 
Monday [26 August] would be a closed information 
meeting for invited guests only. The NP meeting in Parys 
is to be addressed by Agriculture Minister Kraai van 
Niekerk. 


“The AWB undertakes to let this meeting continue 
unhindered if the following requirements are met, 
namely that the NP proves to the public that their 
taxpayers’ money will not be used in any way, including 
for the transport of the guest speaker and the excessive 
use of security forces, as was the case in Ventersdorp. 


“The NP must also give the undertaking that the con- 
tents and procedures of the meeting will not be made 
available to the news media, whether to the television, 
radio or the print media, as this merely will be a closed 
meeting for NP-members.” 


Mr van der Westhuizen noted that the NP appeared to 
find itself in a dilemma, since it now was only prepared 
to hold closed information meetings for its own sup- 
porters. 


“The government apparently is scared of motions of 
no-confidence which may be submitted by the gi neral 
public if they were to hold a public meeting under the 
procedures recently agreed to on television between 
(Transvaal NP leader) Mr “arend du Plessis and AWB 
leader Mr Eugene Terre’bla. “he.” 


The AWB said that the NP party, by holding closed 
information meetings such as the one in Parys, is actu- 
ally recognising that it can no longer function as a 
political party in the democratic society which is so 
greatly desired by State President F.W. de Klerk. 


“This NP decision proves that they fear to appear openly 
before the voters. The implication of this decision is that 
the NP recognised that it is a minority party in South 
Africa. This means that the government should either 
resign or announce a general election.” 


The AWB, which is a militantly pro-Boer republican 
independence movement, has been waging a disruption 
campaign at National Party meetings since 1976. These 


actions have led to increased security around National 
Party meetings. During a meeting addressed by State 
President F.W. de Klerk in the western Transvaal town 
of Ventersdorp, the AWB clashed with the SAP [South 
African Police}, during which three people were killed 
and 58 injured. 


NP, CP Agree on Parys Meeting 
MB2208211(C 91 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1845 GMT 22 Aug 9! 


[Text] The Conservative Party [CP] MP [member of 
Parliament] for Parys, Mr. (Piet Guys), has confirmed 
that the CP and the National Party [NP] have agreed to 
guidelines for a meeting at Parys on Monday. The 
meeting is to be addressed by the minister of agricul’ ural 
development, Dr. A. van Niekerk. 


Mr. (Guys) said it had been agreed that it was going to a 
public meeting and that both parties would attempt to 
maintain law and order. After Dr. van Niekerk had 
completed his address, the public would be given the 
opportunity to ask questions and put notions. A 
spokesman for the AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment] said that members had been instructed to hand in 
any weapons for safekeeping before the meeting. 


NP Calls Federal Congress on Multiparty Proposals 


MB2208171091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1652 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[By Pierre Claassen] 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 22 SAPA—The National Party 
[NP] has shifted its organisational and policy pro- 
gramme into top gear to consult a federal congress—only 
the fifth called since 1948—on constitutional proposals 
for a multi-party conference. Senior party sources said 
on Thursday there vas a sense of urgency for the party to 
position itself and keep its followers fully appraised in 
the run-up to the multi-party constitutional conference. 
Such a conference is now expected ic follow rapidly the 
signing of an all-party peace accord in Johannesburg on 
September 14. 


The calling of a federal congress, to be held in Bloem- 
fontein in September, follows a Federal Council meeting 
in Pretoria on Wednesday which decided to appoint the 
outgoing minister of education and training, Dr Stoffel 
van der Merwe, to the newly-created post of secretary- 
general. He now joins the four provincial leaders and the 
state president, Mr F.W. de Klerk, as a sixth member of 
the NP’s Federal Council. The appointment is seen as a 
signal that the four autonomous provincial parties are to 
be drawn closer together in a centralised planning and 
propaganda machine directed at winning the broadest 
possible support in elections under a new non-racial 
constitution. 
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The party’s own proposals for such a constitution are 
expected to be presented t the federal congress in detail 
and, after approval, to be presented for formal adoption 
to the four provincial congresses of which natal will be 
the first. Although federal congresses of the NP have no 
decision-making powers, they have traditionally been 
called to obtain agreement-in- principle for major policy 
shifts or advances such as the decision to call a refer- 
endum for a republic ('960) and introducing the tri- 
cameral parliament (198..). 


Federal approval is then taken further for firm policy 
decisions by the provincial congresses. This time, as with 
the past two federal congresses, Natal will be the first 
Natione! Party to approve the new federal cemmunica- 
tions structures and th: constitutional proposals pre- 
sented at Bloemfontein. 


As the federal cuts short and replaces the 
second day of the OFS [Orange Free State] NP Congress, 
a special one-day congress for the Free State party will 
have to be called later. The Cape NP will meet in the 
second week of October and Transvaal in the first week 
of November. All the congresses are expected to endorse 
the pro, »sals. 


The National Party’s constitutional document was 
expected to be released at the Natal congress, originally 
planned for August, byt urgency seems to have dictated 
that the leadership gets national approval for the pro- 
posals as soon as possible even if such approval is not in 
the form of binding decisions. 


Once the federal congress gives its backing to the consti- 
tutional proposals, there is little likelihood of the pro- 
vincial parties tampering with them. Such approval can, 
therefore, enable the government to go to a multi-party 
conference with a mandate to put its own constitutional 
plan on the table. 


ICRC, ANC Reach Agreement on Visits to Detainees 


MB2208 183691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1826 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 22 SAPA—The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross [ICRC] in South Africa 
announced on Thursday that, following discussions with 
the African National Congress [ANC], it would be 
allowed to visit detainees held by the movement. In a 
statement to the news media faxed from its Pretoria 
office, the ICRC said the ANC had promised to facilitate 
the work of the ICRC through its representation abroad. 


“The ICRC will carry out visits to detainees according to 
its traditional criteria. The delegates, including a medical 
doctor, will interview them without w:tnesses, look at 
their conditions of detention and their treatment and 
give any assistance appropriate, including the establish- 
ment of family links. In case of repatriation, the ICRC 
will help to repatriate them in co-operation with the 
United Nations’ High Commissioner for Refugees and 
the National Co-ordinating Committee for the Return of 
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Exiles in order to facilitate a smooth integration imo 
South African society.” the ICRC s.ater ent concluded. 


CP Threatens ‘Revolt’ if White Election Denied 
MB2208 140491 Joho~nesburg THE STAR in English 
22 Aug 91 p 3 


[Report by Peter Fabricius: “Whrie Poll or Revolt, 
Warns CP”} 


[Text] Bloemfontein—The Conservative Party [CP] 
would consider violent revolt if the Governmen: denied 
it a white election, the CP's [Orange] Free State congress 
officially decided yesterday. 


CP Free State leader Cehill Pienaar disclosed this at a 
press conference after the congress hac met behind 
closed doors. 


The threat of violence was the most explict yet made by 
the CP in such an official forum. 


“If the Government totally cuts off the democratic route 
and dumps us into an ANC [African National Congress]- 
dominated government, then there will be violence,” 
Mr. Pienaar said. 


This violence would also be directed against the National 
Party and its supporters if they identified with an ANC 
government, he warned. 


Congress had decided it was up to the Government to 
decide if the CP used violent or peaceful methods. 


Mr. Pienaar said the option of violence would be one of 
the concerns which would be discussed at a national 
congress to be held urgently to duscuss the CP’s strategic 
response to the changing political scene. 


However, CP “verligte” [“enlightened”] rebel thinkers 
in favour of entering negotiations to bargain for a smaller 
white volkstaai [peoples’ state] made a strong comeback 


at the congress. 


For the first time there was open debate on the dissident 
views of “verligtes” such as Overvaal MP Koos van der 
Merwe which has so far been suppressed. 


In a controversial and confidential document earlier this 
year, Mr. van der Merwe urged the CP to accept the 
inevitability of President de Klerk’s reforms and to join 
negotiations or risk being sidelined. 


CP “verligtes” described the congress as a breakthrough 
and said Mr. van der Merwe’s views had made progress 
and stimulated debate. 


Both CP leader Dr. Andries Treurnicht and deputy 
leader Dr. Ferdi Hartzenberg, a noted hardliner, firmly 
rejected the strategy of negotiating a small volkstaat in 
the near future. 


“I'm not prepared tc go into an election now with a 
_maller South Africa, especially not before Virginia,” Dr. 
Treurnicht added. By this he meant the wpcoming by- 
election in the Free State. 


The congress also debated—bui finally rcjyected—the 
possibility of holding discussions with the ANC and 
PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] 


Former MK Soldiers Say MK Wants To Buy Silence 


MB2208141091 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
22 Aug 91 p6 


[Report by Jacquiline Myburgh: “MK “Wants To Buy 
Our Silence” ] 


[Text] A group of former Umkhonto we Sizwe [MK; 
Spear of the Nation—ANC military wing] soldiers have 
broken an agreement with the ANC [African National 
Congress] not to speak about their alleged torture in the 
organisation's prison camps in Angola and Uganda, and 
are accusing the ANC leadership of trying to buy them 
off. 


Mpho Motjuoadi (27), who called himself “chief spokes- 
man” for the group, said discussions with the ANC since 
they returned to the covntry had been in “bad spirit and 
bad faith.” 


Winnie Mandela and MK chief of staff Chris Hani met 
the men on Monday to discuss their claims of murder 
and torture in the ANC camps. A moratorium on “accu- 
sative statements” was agreed upon and no further 
statements” was agreed upon and no further statements 
were to be issued to the press. 


“We said we would facilitate their reintegration into the 
community and they should not allow themselves to be 
used in propaginda against the ANC.” spokesman Saki 
Macozoma said yesterday. 


He was responding to the challenge by the group that 
they were being bribed to keep their silence. 


Mr. Macozoma said it was clear the men saw the 
situation differently, and that each individual's case 
would be dealt with separately. 


The men have alleged they were beaten with iron bars, 
bicycle chains and barbed wire while in captivity. They 
were forced into making false confessions and then 
crammed into cells. 


Mr. Motjuoadi has repeated his accusation that Mr. 
Hani orchestrated their capture and torture. 


Mr. Mutjuoadi and Bongane Malinga (32) told THE 
STAR the ANC had hijacked the International Red 
Cross’s aid operation “to appear in a good light.” 


“But they don't care about us,” Mr. Motjuoadi said. “If 
they did, they would have responded to us when we were 
on hunger strike in rison for 32 days.” 
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He said all 20 of the men supported their denunciation 
of the \NC’s efforts. 


They accused the ANC of trying to bribe the men to 
“kcep us quiet.” 


On Monday night, following discussions between the 
ANC and the group of men, Mrs. Mandela gave them 
R{rand}300 to buy dinner, Mr. Motjuoadi said. 


Mr. Macozoma said the ANC was in a no-win situation. 
“If we help them, they say we are bribing them: if we 
don’t help them, they say we don’t care.” 


ANC ‘Power Play’ Reported While Mandela Away 
MB2208141691 Johannesburg THE STAR ir English 
22 Aug 91 p6 


[Political Staff Report: “ANC Power Play While Man- 
dela Away—Journal”] 


[Text] A militant group within the ANC [African 
National Congress] used Nelson Mandela's absence 
during his recent overseas trip to secure more influence 
for themselves in the negotiations process. the London- 
based journal FRONT FILE alleges. 


The latest edition of the journal claims ANC president 
Mr. Mandela was “furious” when he returned from his 
trip to discover that the ANC’s National Executive 
Committee (NEC) had restructured the organisation's 
departments and allocated portfolios. 


FRONT FILE says the effect of the surprise ANC 
“reshuffle” is “subtly to shift responsibility for the 
ANC’s political departments away from the president's 
office, to the secretary-general’s.” 


The ANC took observers by surprise on August 2 by 
announcing changes in its top structures. 


FRONT FILE claims the move was “executed by a 
group, at whose core are SA [South African] Communist 
Party [SACP] members, that is trying to consolidate its 
influence in the National Working Committee (NWC) 
and the NEC” in the wake of the recent ANC conference. 


FRONT FILE says the manoeure has thrown the ANC’s 
upper levels into confusion. 


“Some are calling the group who executed it a ‘cabal’... 


“Through its tight organisation, the ‘cabal'—consisting 
of no more than a dozen or so NEC members, of whom 
at least six are also on the NWC—has been able to get its 
way on the NWC where it is assured of a majority 
through skilful manipulation.” 


FRONT FILE claims the most far-reaching changes in 
the political departments are the “sidelining™ of senior 
ANC negotiator Thabo Mbeki and deputy secretary- 
general Jacob Zuma in the negotiating line-up. “Mbek: 
lost his position as negotiations chief to (secretary- 
general) Cyril Ramaphosa, and Zuma was axed.” 
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FRONT FILE claims the primary objective is to “con- 
solidate SACP control of the ANC’s decision-making 
bodies to ensure the ANC doesn’t stray too far from the 
socialist path.” 


Former State Agent on ANC Security Disarray 


MB2208152091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1328 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 22 SAPA—An alleged state 
agent, recently released from ANC [African National 
Congress] detention, on Thursday claimed the organisa- 
tion’s leadership had lost control over its own security 
department as its members were intimidating fellow 
ex-ANC-detainees. Mr Mpho Motjuoadi said this was 
the reason why he and other five alleged agents had 
decided to flout an agreement with the organisation to 
keep quiet about their alleged torture in ANC camps and 
to refrain from accusations from both sides. 


They were Messrs Alpheus Kheswa, Bongane Malinga, 
Brendan Samson, Patrick Diongwana and a sixth man 
known as Khams, Mr Motjuoadi said. Others had reser- 
vations about the talks with the ANC, whicl: were due to 
continue in a downtown Johannesburg hotel on 
Thursday, Mr Motjuoadi told SAPA. 


ANC spokesman, Mr Saki Macozoma, rejected the 
claims as “ridiculous”. 


**Why haven’t they gone to the police? It would seem that 
some of them are trying to pick a fight with the ANC. 
Why should we bring them back to South Africa to attack 
them, when we could have done what we wanted wher- 
ever we had them. We’re not as stupid as that!” 


He said Mr Motjuoadi was not speaking on behalf of the 
entire group and that discussions for the normalisation 
of relations between the two parties would continue with 
those who wished to participate. Mr Motjuoadi claimed 
one of the 20 men, who are staying in the downtown 
hotel after returning to South Africa from Uganda on 
Saturday night, had been beaten up by men in ANC 
t-shirts while walk’ng down Bree Street on Wednesday 


night. 


He alleged another member of the group, Mr Bongane 
Malinga, was held up at gunpoint and robbed of 
R{rand]280 by people claiming to be from the ANC’s 
security department. 


Mr Motjuoadi said on both occasions, the attackers had 
addressed the men in names given to them in the ANC’s 
Quatro prison in Angola. Police spokesman, Capt 
Eugene Opoerman, was unavailable for verification. 


Mr Motjuoadi also claimed the ANC was undemocratic 
and suffered from lack of communication and “lots and 
lots of disorganisation”’. He accused the ANC leadership 
of trying to silence the group and of negotiating in bad 
faith. ‘“‘They are greedy for power and are hoping to keep 
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us silent until post-apartheid elections are held and then 


they will practise Ugandan and Angolan ‘democracy’, 
Mr Motjuoadi alleged. 


“They are trying to divide and rule. You might find 
yourself silenced and with no protection whatsoever, you 
might find yourself dying a mysterious death.”’ He said 
he had decided to talk to the press to secure his own 
safety and to inform the world about “the kind of 
democracy that is practised by the ANC”’. 


He demanded an apology from the organisation, which, 
he claimed, had falsely accused him of supplying sensi- 
tive information on internal and external ANC members 
to the South African Government, and of infiltrating the 
ANC on state instructions. He wanted compensation for 
his family who had suffered without a bread winner 
during the five years of his incarceration. 


No Black-White Clashes at Bobbejaanspoort Prison 


MB2208171291 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1500 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] The Department of Correctional Services has 
rejected as false and misleading reports that white pris- 
oners attacked black prisoners at the Bobbejaanspoort 
Prison outside Pretoria earlier this week. Spokesman 
Colonel Dannie Eemerman said in a statement that 
claims that white prisoners had been armed were ridic- 
ulous because there were no white prisoners at Bobbe- 
jaanspoort. 


Earlier the department emphasized that the situation at 
the Pollsmoor Prison in Cape Town was under control 
and that the prisoners were no longer on a work strike. 
This reaction followed allegations by warders that hun- 
dreds of prisoners had begun a hunger strike. 


Conservative Party Wins Durban By-Election 


MB2208 173691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1734 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] Durban Aug 22 SAPA—The Conservative Party 
[CP] in Natal on Thursday said in a statement it would 
make further breakthroughs in a general election fol- 
lowing its victory in Durban’s Queensborough municipal 
by-election. The CP's Mr Paul Jonk polled 127 votes 
with Mr Alan Bauwer of the National Party getting 43 
votes and independent Mr Clive Marshall polling 41 
votes. 


Cosatu Meeting Views VAT Reduction, Fuel Prices 


MB2308101791 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in English 1800 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] There has been widespread reaction to the reduc- 
tion in VAT [Value-added Tax] and to the increase in the 
fuel price. Reaction ranged from outright rejection to 
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approval of the lower rate of VAT, the latter by organi- 
zations attending a Cosatu [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions] meeting convened in Johannesburg 
today. The meeting today showed clearly that the cam- 
paign against the implementation of VAT is not only a 
concern for Cosatu or any other trade union affiliate. 


Other organizations attending the meeting ranged from 
the Johannesburg Child Welfare Society to the Medical 
Association of South Africa, the National Medical and 
Dental Association to the South African Council of 
Churches, and Operation Hunger. While consumer 
bodies such as the South African National Consumer's 
Union attended, the South African Consumer Council 
did not side with the delegate’s decision today. 


It was reiterated that the campaign was not aimed at 
VAT in principle, but rather the form in which it was to 
be implemented. Minister du Plessis will be asked to 
review the whole system of taxation, a zero rating on 
health care, and privy to what the meeting termed as 
technical calculations. [sentence as heard] On poverty 
relief, the meeting said it does not make sense to intro- 
duce poverty relief while removing subsidies on basic 
staple foods such as maize and bread. The meeting 
expressed its concern that VAT would be abused by the 
commercial sector and that VAT Watch alone might not 
be an adequate safeguard. 


Apart from the ANC and civic organizations such as 
CAST [Civic Association of the Southern Transvaal], 
other trade unions were also present at the summit. They 
include Cosatu’s rival federation, the National Council 
of Trade Unions, and the Public Servants’ Association of 
South Africa. The Federation of Salaried Staff Associa- 
tions of South Africa [Fedsal], who claims to have 
initiated the campaign for the exemption of trade union 
subscriptions and had previous disussions with Cosatu, 
did not attend today’s meeting. Fedsal in fact welcomed 
the changes announced by Minister du Plessis, but added 
that the government must realize that any new tax 
system should have the support of a majority of people. 


The change in the VAT rate means higher costs for 
supermarkets as they have to renegotiate prices with 
suppliers, change computers and stationary systems, 
points of sale and pricing lables. The VAT Watch com- 
mittee of the building industry's federation and the 
National Association of Home Builders said they would 
encourage their members to pass the expected savings 
onto home owners. 


Gold coin dealers welcomed the exemption o! gold coins 
from VAT, saying there would be a return of confidence 
in the coin market. 


The Automobile Association feared the inflationary 
effect of the fuel increase. The black taxi organization 
SABTA [South African Bus and Taxi Association] said 
the fuel increase is mainly to (?fare) rises while Autonet 
[automobile transportation] said it would have to raise 
fares. 
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The National Maize Producer's Organization pointed 
out that the tax component of farm diesel fuel is now 
24.6 percent, which translated to an additional 20 rands 
a hectare of maize grown. The SA [South African] 
Agricultural Union said diesel would now cost farmers 
120 million rands a yeat more and was a serious blow. 


Striking Miners in Bophuthatswana Resume Work 


MB2308122191 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1000 GMT 23 Aug 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 23 SAPA—General Mining 
announced on Friday that its five Impala mining opera- 
tions in Bophuthatswana have resumed full production 
after an agreement between striking employees and man- 
agement was reached on Thursday. The company’s 
spokesman said the mineral processes plant, Bofekeng 
[place name as received] north mine, Bofekeng south 
mine, Wildebeestfontein north mine, and Wildebeest- 
fontein south mines were in full production once again. 
According t@ the agreement, all employees will work 
normal shifts while the wage negotiations are in progress. 


Production from the mines had dropped by 50 per cent 
since the beginning of the industrial action on August 15, 
according to the statement. “The effect on metal produc- 
tion will only be noticed at a later stage because of the 
long refining process. In the agreement reached between 
management and employee representatives, provision 
has been made for working additional shifts to make up 
for the production losses from underground.” 


ANC Women’s League Pulls Out of Peace Initiative 


MB2208 133791 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1100 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text) The ANC [African National Congress] Women’s 
League has pulled out of the women’s national peace 
initiatives. The Women’s League has participated in 
initial meetings putting together the Goodwill Founda- 
tion Initiative for peace and reconciliation. The league's 
president, Gertrude Shope, has told a news conference in 
Johannesburg that revelations of government funding 
for Inkatha has meant a rethink. John Matham reports 
from Johannesburg: 


[Begin recording] [Matham] The Women’s League 
believes peace and reconciliation should be national 
priorities, but says Shope: 


[Shope] In our views the Goodwill Foundation Initiative 
unfortunately will not contribute to these goals. 


[Matham] The initiative was launched two months ago 
by the Goodwill Foundation, a Pretoria based women’s 
group with government connections. One of the high 
points of the campaign was to be a massive peace rally at 
Soweto’s FNB [First National Bank] Stadium late in 
September. The Women’s League objects to the invita- 
tion to Marike de Klerk as the guest speaker. Shope says 
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that the choice of the state president’s wife indicates the 
Goodwill Foundation wishes to promote the govern- 
ment. She says the league cannot accept this at a time 
when it sees the government as the main obstacle to 
peace. [end recording] 


22 Aug Press Review on Current Events, Issues 
MB2208122291 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Government ‘Retreat’ on Tax Policy—‘“The govern- 
ment, faced with mounting anger at its VAT [value 
added tax] proposals from an already heavily over-taxed 
public, has moved to defuse the situation by reducing the 
proposed rate from 12 percent to 10 percent,” begins a 
page 24 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 22 August. But an increase in the price of gasoline and 
diesel “is the price to pay” for the VAT concession. THE 
STAR suggests that the government “keeps its ear closer 
to the ground in future and so avoid having to make such 
an unseemly retreat.” 


ANC Must Be Open About Prison Camps—The African 
National Congress, ANC, “should pay careful heed to 
concern expressed by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross over what goes on in ANC prison camps,” 
warns a second editorial on the same page. “The Red 
Cross says it has the names of 50 people who are missing, 
but the ANC refuses to allow this internationally repu- 
table organisation permission to investigate the disap- 
pearances. This suggests the ANC has something to 
hide.” “It is not good enough for Nelson Mandela to tell 
the world that his organisation is against torture and 
coercion to extract information, while admitting that 
torture has gone on. The ANC needs to come out into the 
open and submit to the test of public scrutiny in the same 
manner as it demands of others.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Country Makes ‘Right’ Choice for Future— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 22 August 
in a page 8 editorial looks at South African and Soviet 
parallels, saying “both South Africa and the Soviet 
Union have the legacies of their discredited former 
systems. Not any residual bitterness—people’s latent 
decency seems to have ensured that demands for a better 
deal are not perforce coupled with demands for retribu- 
tion.” “The collapse of the Soviet coup rids the Soviet 
leadership of the threat to change. Pretoria still has to 
deal with that. In both countries, though, the leaders who 
have emerged to endorse change are in place to facilitate 
national renewal. Gorbachev and his followers know 
who they can rely on. So, too, does De Klerk. And so, 
too, to the ordinary people of the Soviet Union and this 
country. We made our choice for the future. It is the right 
choice and heaven help anyone who tries to subvert it.” 
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SACP Statement on Soviet Coup Earns It Recognition— 
A second editorial on the same page notes Joe Slovo’s 
denouncement of the Soviet coup, saying it is significant 
because it is “the first time the SACP has attacked the 
Status or policy ot the Soviet government of the day.” 
“In the nick of time, Slovo yesterday earned for his party 
recognition that, whatever considerable warts remain, it 
is no longer Moscow’s puppet. The credibility of its 
claims to stand for political democracy has been 
strengthened. Yet Slovo and other more enlightened 
communists (or is it ex-communists?) still have a lot to 
teach their followers. for 48 hours after the coup there 
was much embarrassed fumbling on the part of both the 
ANC (which did not condemn the coup) and the SACP 
{South African Communist Party]. Neither found it in 
themselves instinctively to denounce the coup. The 
culture of democracy is not yet fully entrenched.” 


SOWETAN 


Will of People To Triumph in South Africa— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 22 August in its 
page 8 editorial says the failed coup in the Soviet Unions 
holds a lesson for South Africa, that “the will of the mass 
of the people must triumph in the end, no matter what 
traps are laid. That is the best way for people to live their 
lives. In fact it is the only way. People who still have 
plans to force their will upon the people should take 
careful note of what has happened in Russia.” 


* COSATU Offficial Assesses Union’s Status 


91AF1317A Johannesburg MAYIBUYE in English 
Jul 91 pp 26-29 


[Interview with Sydney Mufamadi, the federation’s 
assistant general secretary; place and date not given] 


[Text] MAYIBUYE: What is your assessment of the 
strength of the labour movement? 


SM: At the time of Cosatu’s [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions] formation (1985) we had a total paid-up 
membership of just less than half a million. We are now 
going to this congress with a total paid-up membership 
of about 1.3 million. We are said to be the fastest 
growing trade union federation in the world. 


However, we feel that Cosatu has not necessarily grown 
to its full potential. There are sectors in which our 
organised presence is still very weak, e.g. the public and 
the agricultural sectors. Also, we have not taken advan- 
tage of the situation in the Bantustans to build the type 
of infrastructure necessary to harness the militancy into 
an organised trade union presence. 


In terms of our political strength I think it is not an 
exaggeration to say that since the formation of Cosatu 
organised workers have contributed significantly to the 
broader struggle for the transformation of our country 
into a non-racial dem cratic society. 
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Through the alliance with the UDF [United Democratic 
Front] and other mass organisations a contribution was 
made which brought us to where we are today, where 
political organisations have been unbanned, some polit- 
ical prisoners released, etc. Congress will have the 
responsibility of assessing once more our strengths and 
weaknesses and coming up w’‘h new methods of 
ensuring that we build on the stre .gth that we have. 


MAYIBUYE: How is this affected by the economic 
crisis? 


SM: Our country remains kneedeep in economic crisis. 
The industrialists and the government are advancing the 
idea of the need to forward structural changes in the 
economy of our country. Of course as Cosatu we are 
putting forward our own perspectives on economic 
restructuring. 


However, we feel that it cannot be done unilaterally. 
This is because when employers do it, in collusion with 
the present government, they introduce measures which 
are basically designed to shift the impact of this crisis 
onto the shoulders of the workers. 


This explains why today we are witnessing massive 
retrenchments. In the mining industry alone, 80,000 
workers have been retrenched since 1989. By the end of 
this year half-a-million workers across the board shall 
have been retrenched. 


Obviously, retrenchments do impact negatively on our 
organisational strength. The National Union of Mine- 
workers [NUM] has lost a lot of members as a result of 
these retrenchments. This is going to affect all our 
affiliates in other sectors of the economy as well. 


At the end of the day these retrenchments cannot be 
fought in a piecemeal way. They must be fought through 
an all-round campaign by Cosatu and the democratic 
movement as a whole. 


MAYIBUYE: Before the unbanning of political organi- 
sations, Cosatu played a prominent political role. Has 
the trade union movement now been pushed to the 
political sidelines? 


SM: No, not at all. Despite the fact that political organ- 
isations have been unbanned the need for Cosatu to 
continue playing a political role still exists. The question 
which actually arises is: should Cosatu play its political 
role in the same way it did prior to the unbanning of 
political organisations? 


The political role we played before 2 February 1990 
bordered on substituting for banned organisations. Of 
course there is now no need for this. But there is a need 
for Cosatu to assist these organisations which have been 
banned for so many years as they go out to occupy the 
new space. That is part of our contribution in this new 
situation. We want to strengthen the alliance and also 
ourselves so that our members can be well-equipped to 
face the challenges lying ahead. 
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MAYIBUYE: How does Cosatu’s participation in the 
tripartite alliance affect its ability to take initiatives, 
especially in the area of mass action? 


SM: Our participation in the alliance is premised on the 
fact that we are an independent organisation. We have 
our own decision-making structures. We give our repre- 
sentatives to meetings of the alliance mandates. Deci- 
sions that are arrived at in meetings of the alliance are 
based on consensus. 


When it comes to mass actions that are purely of a trade 
union nature—strikes, demonstrations or marches in 
support of demands for higher wages or better working 
conditions, etc.—decisions are taken within our own 
constitutional structures as a trade union federation. 


If we need any form of solidarity around particular 
action, it is then that we take our proposals to meetings 
of the tripartite alliance. If anything, belonging to the 
alliance only serves to enhance our capacity to act. 


Without being part of the alliance we would not have 
these possibilities for soliciting solidarity and developing 
joint campaigns and perspectives. 


MAYIBUYE: What is your assessment of talks- 
about-talks, and what lessons should be learnt, deriving 
in particular from Cosatu’s rich experience in dealing 
with the bosses? 


SM: It is clear that the regime remains motivated to 
weaken the ANC [African National Congress]. If the 
ANC does not have a strong organised presence on the 
ground, it will be forced to make compromises which it 
would otherwise not make. 


I think the lesson that we derive from the process in 
motion is that you cannot hope to win your argument 
against your enemy by relying exclusively on the strength 
of that argument around the table. Whatever argument 
you have as the democratic movement needs to be 
backed up by the support of your people who are 
organised. 


As a trade union movement we have always operated on 
the basis of mandates, report-backs, and always ensuring 
that whatever mandates we had are refreshed from time 
to time. 


I think this is the principle which must also apply to the 
ANC as far as these “talks about talks” are concerned 
and also, more particularly, when it comes to the actual 
constitutional negotiations. The point one is trying to 
make is that it has become imperative for the ANC to 
pay more attention to building organisation on the 
ground than to rely almost exclusively on this process of 
negotiations. 


MAYIBUYE: What mechanisms do workers have to 
influence policy positions of the political organisations? 


SM: There are those political organisations with whom 
we are in alliance. Precisely because we do not regard 
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vurselves as standing on opposing corners, influencing 
their policy positions does not mean that we have to go 
to trenches and try to settle whatever differences there 
may be in the streets. 


We have forums of the alliance wherein we come 
together and exchange perspectives. That obviously 
becomes one way in which, as organised workers, we 
stand a chance of influencing the policy of political 
organisations allied to us. 


But we also see ourselves, having exchanged views with 
these organisations, getting some of our positions influ- 
enced as well. So the question of influence is not a one 
way process. It is mutual. We influence each other and 
therefore reinforce one another. Also, there is nothing to 
stop our members, workers as individuals, joining these 
political organisations so that through their participa- 
tion, in their own right as members of these organisa- 
tions, they again have possibilities of influencing the 
policies of these political organisations. 


MAYIBUYE: How is this impacted upon by the “many- 
caps” debate? | 


SM: The “many caps” debate has been interpreted by 
political observers outside the movement as meaning 
that there are people within the trade union movement 
who feel that it is wrong for workers or trade union 
officials to belong to political organisations. That is a 
wrong interpretation. In terms of our policy position as 
Cosatu, our members and officials have a right to belong 
to political organisations of their choice. 


The actual question we are currently trying to grapple 
with is whether a person holding a leadership position in 
the trade union movement can hold a leading position in 
a political organisation and still be in a position to 
execute his or her responsibilities with the required 
efficiency and effectiveness. That question is still being 
debated. But if one tries to go into substance to try to 
understand this problem, one finds that it is not neces- 
sarily a problem to do with the relationship between a 
trade union movement and a political party. 


We have had and still continue to have situations where 
within one union you find a person wearing “many 
caps,” being a shopsteward at his or her place of employ- 
ment, a member of the branch executive committee of 
that particular union, a representative of that branch in 
the regional structures of the union, and ultimately 
representing that region in the national structures of the 
union. 


In the end what this problem boils down to is whether as 
a movement—not just as a trade union—we have devel- 
oped a skills base sufficient to enable us to stand up to 
the challenges we are facing. Have we developed the 
necessary cadreship which the current phase of the 
struggle requires? 


So it is not just a question of whether people can occupy 
this or that position in this or that organisation but 
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whether we have a sufficient cadreship. To me it does 
appear that we have not really developed sufficient 
cadreship to ensure that whenever positions of responsi- 
bility emerge we have the necessary personnel to fill 
them up. 


MAYIBUYE: Does the violence affect Cosatu, in partic- 
ular at the workplace? 


SM: We have situations where our members are forced at 
gunpoint to resign from Cosatu-affiliated unions. In fact 
shortly after the formation of Cosatu an Inkatha-inspired 
so-called union (Uwusa) [United Workers Union of 
South Africa] was formed. It was supposed to be 
Cosatu’s rival on the shopfloor. But it has become clear 
that it could not become such a viable opposition to 
Cosatu since it did not have the intention of servicing 
workers and advancing their cause. 


It remains a political nuisance to us since, particularly 
Zulu-speaking workers from Natal, are being forced at 
gunpoint to resign from Cosatu and join Uwusa. So what 
you see on the shopfloor is basically a repeat of the 
problems that you see in the community where residents 
are being forced, again at gunpoint, to dissociate them- 
selves from the ANC and its allies. 


MAYIBUYE: How rife is the problem? 


SM: If one has to assess the extent to which this problem 
is rife one has to look at the attacks that take place 
particularly on the trains. The main target of those 
attacks is organised workers. The fact that the attacks in 
hostels like the Uscor hostel in Sebokeng took place at a 
time when the majority of workers residing in that hostel 
were on strike—and they are organised under Cosatu—is 
a reflection of the extent to which this problem is so 
well-pronounced. 


Also more recently, workers are being harassed at factory 
gates and in industrial areas to produce their member- 
ship cards, resign from Cosatu, etc. 


MAYIBUYE: Is there any progress towards trade union 
unity? 


SM: We have encouraged our affiliates to engage unions 
outside Cosatu which operate in the same sectors as they 
do and enter into discussions with them with a view to 
merging with them and forming one national industrial 
union in each of these sectors. 


We have kept our lines of communication with Nactu 
[National Council of Trade Unions] open. Together we 
campaigned against the Labour Relations Act, are plan- 
ning for the formulation and adoption of the Workers 
Charter. We hope through this sort of cooperation we 
will be laying a firm basis ultimately for the creation of 
one federation in the country. 


MAYIBUYE: And what about the involvement of white 
unions? 


14 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


SM: In general white workers have tied their fortunes to 
those of the apartheid regime because they believe that 
their short term interests can best be served by the 
continued existence of the apartheid system. 


We continue to search for ways of convincing them that 
in fact their long-term interests can best be served by 
them uniting with their black class brothers and sisters. 


We have had very limited situations where white 
workers have joined some of our affiliates on the ground. 
We have also seen some white unions, for instance the 
white union for railway workers, cooperating around 
specific campaigns with unions that are affiliated to 
Cosatu. 


We believe that it is only a matter of time before we 
arrive at a situation where workers can actually unite 
irrespective of colour and differences which we believe 
are petty if looked at against the background of what is at 
stake as far as the workers’ interests are concerned. 


MAYIBUYE: How do you assess the future of the trade 
union movement? 


SM: I think the future of the trade union movement is 
quite bright. We are going to our fourth national con- 
gress whose theme is “Organise for democracy, economic 
transformation and socialism.” There could be no better 
way of describing the challenges we are facing. 


The fact that the question of economic transformation 
has been put so firmly on our agenda is basically a 
reflection of the extent to which we have advanced to a 
point where we can begin setting our sights on the 
possibilities of transforming this country into the type of 
society that we want. 


The challenges we are facing are challenges which in part 
reflect the success which we have made. 


* ANC Security Chief Discusses Detainee Issue 


91AF1318A Johannesburg MAYIBUYE in English 
Jul 91 pp 15-16 


[Report on interview with Joe Nhlanhla, head of the 
ANC Department of Security and Intelligence; place and 
date not given] 


{Text] The ANC has decided to release all prisoners once 
held in its custody, says Joe Nhlianhla. 


The ANC [African National Congress] toyed with the 
idea of exchanges but faced two problems, Nhlanhla 
explains. “The regime seems to have very little interest 
in its captured agents, especially if they are black. In 
cases of their senior white officials, they are keen to 
make overtures. The second problem is simply that as 
ANC, it would be politically and morally impossible to 
select from the thousands of our imprisoned comrades 
when we are demanding the release of all political 
prisoners, black and white, ANC and non-ANC. 
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“Some leading Western countries and the International 
Red Cross have recently held discussions with our move- 
ment on the release of South African agents. The ANC 
welcomed their concern, because it got the opportunity 
to speak up and state its position on the issue.” 


Long before the agreement with Pretoria on the release 


_ Of political prisoners, the NEC [National Executive 


Committee] had adopted a programme of releasing its 
detainees by 31 December 1990, says Nhianhla. 


“But with the regime reneging on agreements, this 
delayed implementation of our decision, particularly in 
the face of violence in which the hand of some police and 
special counter-insurgency forces and some police ele- 
ments was beginning to be clearly visible. We had to 
think about what our people were going to say if we made 
the releases without reciprocal action from the govern- 
ment. However, despite the government dragging its 
feet, the ANC has decided to empty its detention cen- 
tres.” 


The decision to release these agents is not something that 
has just come up. By 1986 it had already been decided to 
release agents according to the gravity of their crimes 
and, in some cases, their state of health. Thus, by the 
time of the last releases, only very serious cases remained 
in custody. 


Asked to expand on these cases, Nhlanhla said that these 
were serious by any world standards. Their crimes per- 
tained to, among others, mass poisoning, assassinations, 
killing of whole camp administrations, leading the secu- 
rity police to the arrest of ANC cadres inside the country, 
and leading hit squads to ANC residences in such 
massacres as Maseru, Matola, the death of Joe Gaqabi, 
Dr. Ribeiro, Mrs. Mxenge, etc. 


This made the decision to release them even harder as 
many cadres and people in South Africa felt the crimes 
were very grave. 


Those released have been integrated into the ANC 
community and some went to study abroad, particularly 
in the west. It is interesting, notes Nhlanhla, that 
studying and further military training were mostly pre- 
ferred by many of them. Neglect by their former 
employers was clear proof that they were considered of 
no more use to them except as Askaris, despised both by 
the community and their very employers. 


What about the treatment of detainees? Is there truth in 
the allegations that have been made at various times 
about harsh treatment of prisoners? Nhlanhla says that 
earlier there were some cases of serious malpractice on 
the part of some cadres in charge of the detention 
centres. It is for this reason that from 1987, after the 
Kabwe conference, detention centres were placed under 
an administrative organ that was independent of the 
security department. There was also a restructuring of 
the department at the level of its directorate. 


FBIS-AFR-91-164 
23 August 1991 


An NEC Review Board not accountable to security was 
set up. It .nade recommendations on all aspects of 
detention and was in fact a watchdog on the conditions 
of the prisoners. The Health Department also had a right 
and duty to visit the centres. And, as a consequence of 
this, disciplinary measures were taken against some of 
the cadres with some being summarily dismissed. 


The Legal Department was brought in, especially in the 
prosecution and inquiry processes, confining the security 
department only to the task of investigation. Some of the 
most important measures brought into play at this time 
were: 


* aconfession extracted forcibly would not be accepted 
¢ a person had to confirm a confession once s/he was 
brought before a tribunal. 


Capital punishment was abolished in the ANC in 1984. 
This goes contrary to the claims that are being made by 
a committee composed mainly of people who were 
released by the ANC in 1989. 


They have deliberately kept quiet about the activities of 
the enemy agents as they worked with [as published]. 
Some had infiltrated the security establishment of the 
ANC, says Nhianhla. “If only they would move out of 
the shadows so that the world may really know them.” 


As for many of those released who have sought to 
reconcile their past with the ANC or are living within 
ANC communities, they will be repatriated like anyone 
else. Asked about their status within this process, Joe 
Nhlanhla explains: ““They will be part of a group and not 
isolated. If they should have anything to say about their 
detention they will be free to do so. There are a few who 
want to return to South Africa independently of the 
ANC. They will be assisted to reach the country if that is 
their choice.” 


* Increasing Role of ANC Branches Discussed 


91/AF1318B Johannesburg MAYIBUYE in English 
Jul 91 pp 20-21 


[Text] Over the last year the ANC [African National 
Congress] has launched 847 branches in townships, 
squatter camps, villages, small towns, city centres and 
suburbs. The diverse membership of the branches is a 
reflection of the broadness of the appeal of the ANC. 


Because of this diversity and the different conditions 
branches face, the role of branches cannot be strictly 
prescribed. But few branches have adapted creatively to 
their conditions and branches have not become the 
fighting force that supporters and activists of the move- 
ment hoped and expected they would be. 


Many branches lapsed into inactivity ater they were 
launched and have not involved the m: jority of their 
members and the community in political activity. 
Branches have been characterised by a failure to respond 
to the burning issues in their communities. They have 
struggled to find a dynamic political role. 
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One of the main factors causing this has been the 
confusion over the respective role of branches and other 
mass formations, particularly civics. In many ways, ANC 
branches have not provided the political leadership 
necessary to unite and organise people on a mass scale at 
community level. 


The ANC won its place as leader of the national libera- 
tion struggle by constantly organising and mobilising 
people around their demands and linked these day to day 
issues to the struggle for state power. Political leadership 
includes developing the most appropriate strategy and 
tactics as well as building the consciousness within the 
community to take forward these struggles. But politial 
leadership needs to be won continually at all times and in 
all areas where struggle takes place. 


ANC branches have to win their political leadership on 
the ground around issues, demands and campaigns. To 
do this, branches must be responsive to the needs and 
demands of the community on a daily basis. 


Because the ANC is widely recognised as the leader of 
the national liberation movement, when it fails to pro- 
vide this leadership there are serious consequences for all 
organisational formations. The people expect the ANC 
to provide leadership. The failure to do so impacts 
directly on our capacity for struggle. In recent months, 
mass struggle has dwindled remarkably because of the 
inability of the ANC to provide consistent and deter- 
mined strategic direction. 


There is a critical political role for the national liberation 
movement at a local level. The branches of the ANC are 
a direct link with the communities. The strength and 
popularity of the ANC as a national liberation move- 
ment depends on the success of the branches in winning 
the active support of members and the community in 
general. 


Mass Participation 


The building of the ANC into a mass-based, democratic 
Organisation depends on the building of ANC branches. 
Branches are the primary organs of the ANC. They must 
provide for a two way communication process between 
members and the leadership from a local to a national 
level. They must guarantee the building of democracy 
and accountability in practice. 


While the branch provides for the participation of each 
member in the ANC it should also provide for the 
participation of the community more broadly in political 
processes. Because the ANC is a national liberation 
movement and represents the interests of the masses 
broadly, branches must build a broadly accountable and 
consultative relationship with the community. 


At the same time branches must strive to build this 
general support into organised and active support. The 
best way of doing this is by involving the people in 
political activity led and organised by the ANC, in 
support of their interests. 
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One of the mistakes made during the setting up of 
branches was the assumption that organised support is 
built by recruitment alone. Building organised support 
depends on the active involvement of members and the 
community in real political programmes of action. 


Experience shows that unity is built in action around 
programmes that link day to day issues to the demand 
for the transfer of power. The ANC’s programme at a 
local level must be dynamic and responsive to the issues 
and demands of the people. As a national liberation 
movement, the ANC is concerned with everything that 
affects the people. 


Branches should not shy away from taking up civic 
struggles in consultation with or jointly with civic organ- 
isations. Where civic organisations do not yet exist, 
branches should take an active role in initiating them 
and in setting up and building street based organisations. 


The significance of the way in which the ANC takes up 
these issues is that they are linked to the final abolition of 
apartheid and the demands of national liberation. Local 
level struggles take on an added dimension when “‘politi- 
cised” in this way. Through this process, the political 
consciousness of the people is heightened. 


Branches must facilitate the setting up of structures and 
the implementation of programmes around burning 
issues in the community. An example of where this is 
necessary is in addressing the education crisis endemic 
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to most areas. Branches should be active in the process of 
initiating and facilitating the formation of Parent 
Teacher Student Associations. 


Taking the Lead 


A further example is the need for decisive action to be 
taken around the violence plaguing many communities. 
The branch should take an active role in building the 
unity of community based formations to organise 
defence and present a united front for peace. 


In order to do these things, branches must take the lead 
in building inter-organisational unity and in mobilising 
other formations. This means regularly bringing together 
joint forums of all community formations and charting 
direction for united action. 


It also means that ANC members must be conscious of 
this task and actively seek out opportunities to build 
unity in each and every situation. It is through this 
process that branches will begin to build broad account- 
ability to the community as a whole. The approach of 
involving the community on a mass scale should per- 
meate all spheres of the branches’ work. 


Political education should be aimed at the members 
located in the branch and tc all other formations as well. 
Popularising the ANC, its aims and policies, and the 
national political demands of the day must be spread 
through brancii discussions, community meetings, mass 
propaganda and slogans and door to door work by ANC 
activists. 
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Angola 


Official on Postponing Joint Commission Meetings 
MB2208202091 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] The Angolan Government said today that some 
meetings of the Joint Political and Military Commission 
[CCPM] have been postponed following an agreement 
between the involved parties. The government has 
requested the postponement of some CCPM meetings 
because of lack of topics for discussion as well as other 
obstacles. Government spokesman Andre Passi had this 
to say. 


[Begin Passi recording] The government has so far 
requested the postponement of two CCPM meetings. 
Likewise, the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola has requested the postponement of 
some CCPM meetings. The last meeting of the Political 
Commission was postponed at UNITA’s request. 
UNITA requested the postponement of the meeting 
because it wanted to attend the funeral ceremony of the 
late archbishop of Zaire. Thus, the meeting did not take 
place. [end recording] 


Portuguese Official Comments 


MB2308093191 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Excerpt] Antonio Monteiro, the Portuguese representa- 
tive in the Joint Political and Military Commission 
[CCPM], has said that the commission is operating 
normally. He was responding to allegations made by 
Abel Chivukuvuku, UNITA’s representative in the 
CCPM. 


Monteiro confirmed that there have been no obstacles to 
confining the troops [words indistinct] the beginning of 
discussions on the electoral timetable. He said that the 
delays that have taken place were justifiable and that the 
government and UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] have agreed on the alteration 
of the timetables. [passage omitted] 


UNITA: MPLA Delaying Accord Implementation 


MB2208170091 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The MPLA [Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola] government and UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] are having 
quite a tiff at the moment in Angola about commitment 
to the peace process. While the International Joint Peace 
Commission says it is happy about the progress being 
made in implementing the terms of the peace accord, 
UNITA is accusing the MPLA of dragging its heels. The 
MPLA vehemently denies that and says any delay is 
UNITA’s fault. From Luanda, Anita Coulson reports. 
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[Begin Coulson recording] The row began yesterday 
when a UNITA representative on the peace commission, 
Mr. Abel Chivukuvuku, gave an interview to a Portu- 
guese radio station. He blamed the government side for 
all the delays in implementing the peace process—proof, 
he said, that the MPLA didn’t want the peace commis- 
sion to function efficiently. 


Speaking on National Radio on Thursday, an MPLA 
spokesman Mr. (Andre Domingos Kasie) rejected the 
charges, and said if anything it was UNITA that was 
holding things up. In (Kasie’s) view, UNITA couldn't 
even ensure its spokesman got the story straight. He 
referred to a statement on Tuesday by the chief UNITA 
{word indistinct] everything was going satisfactorily. 
This indeed is the view of the Portuguese [word indis- 
tinct] Mr. Antonio Monteiro told Angolan [words indis- 
tinct]. [end recording] 


Madagascar 


Toliara Federal State Established 16 Aug 


EA2208!21291 Antananarivo Radio Madagascar 
Network in Malagasy 0330 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Excerpts] As in the case of the four provinces— 
Antseranana, Fianarantsoa, Toamasina, and 
Mahajanga—which decided to establish federal states 
during their people’s councils’ meetings on 16 August, 
Toliara Province has also established its own [word 
indistinct], that is to say a federal state, according to 
what a colleague is now going to report from there. 


[Reporter] The people’s council of Toliara Province held 
a meeting on 16 August [words indistinct] in the prov- 
ince. After assessing and examining the current state of 
affairs in the country, they decided to make the following 
Statement. [passage omitted] 


First, we no longer accept [words indistinct] by a 
minority on the Malagasy people [words indistinct] to 
force them to opt for a single choice. Second, we demand 
parity in development [words indistinct] in Madagascar 
as the only guarantee of national unity. Third, we affirm 
and insist that this can only be achieved in a single 
manner, that is the establishment of the federal state of 
Madagascar, that is to say several federal states. Such 
federal states will have their own free institutions: exec- 
utive power, legislative power, and judiciary. Fourth, the 
Toliara federal state within the federal state of Mada- 
gascar is established as of today. The territory of this 
state comprises what was previously the territory of 
Toliara Province. The officials of the state will be 
installed as time goes by but in the meantime the federal 
government of the federal state of Toliara has been 
formed today. 
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Fifth, all state-owned properties—government buildings, 
government [word indistinct], etc.—will be placed under 
the authority of the new government. All government 
departments are placed under the authority of the new 
state. The federal state of Toliara will be autonomous 
regarding its finances, economic products, lands, and 
social and cultural [word indistinct]. Sixth, we urge the 
(?other provinces) to follow the same steps, particularly 
Antananarivo Province, where many subprefectures 
wish to develop in the same [word indistinct]. Any 
region or subprefecture, neighboring or [words indis- 
tinct], which wishes to become part of the federal state of 
Toliara is warmly welcomed. Seventh, we consider the 
lawfully elected president of the Republic of Madagascar 
as the president of the federal state of Madagascar. We, 
therefore, consider Mr. Didier Ratsiraka as the president 
of the newly established federal state. The deceniralized 
local governments [words indistinct] in the province will 
continue in their duties and responsibilities and their 
authority with [words indistinct] and security forces. 
{Words indistinct] we affirm that we love peace and 
national unity, and we will always [words indistinct] by 
all means order and good neighborliness between Mala- 
gasies, and we are ready to maintain proper relations 
with other federal states or regions in Madagascar. 


Issued in Toliara on 16 August 1991. [passage omitted] 


Antananarivo Province Discusses Federal Status 


EA2208213591 Antananarivo Radio Madagascar 
Network in Malagasy 1600 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Excerpts] Today the People’s Council of Antananarivo 
Province made an important political decision con- 
cerning the establishment of federal status. We had 
better listen immediately to the outcome of the meeting: 


[Begin unidentified correspondent recording] As a con- 
tinuation of the statement it issued on [words indistinct} 
through the radio and newspapers, the People’s Council 
of Antananarivo Province, at the end of its meeting 
today makes the following statement. [passage omitted] 


The People’s Council of Antananarivo says that it knows 
full well the reasons that led the five provinces to make 
the political decision on federal status. The People’s 
Council of Antananarivo Province then reaffirmed what 
it had already stated: It does not reject the principle of 
establishing federalism based on a new constitution 
agreed by the nation and defining the powers and the 
common rights and duties [word or words indistinct] 
federal institutions. Two commissions—political and 
technical—have been established in Antananarivo to 
examine and work out implementing the province's 
present decision and also to hold consultations with the 
five other provinces. The relations between the federal 
state and the [words indistinct] will be examined in 
particular. 


[Words indistinct] rights and [word indistinct] of all the 
citizens [word indistinct] in each federal state, free 


movement of people and goods in the common state, and 
particularly the implementation of clear decentralization 
of powers. 


The People’s Council notes that the present decision 
comes first in the framework of working out the new 
constitution for the third republic [words indistinct] 
referendum in Madagascar. [passage omitted] 


The People’s Council of Antananarivo thus firmly reit- 
erates its support for Mr. Didier Ratsiraka, the demo- 
cratically elected president of the Republic. It also calls 
for the rapid appointment of Premier Razanamasy’s 
government [word or words indistinct] management of 
public affairs. 


The People’s Council of Antananarivo also insists that 
dialogue, self-negation [word or words indistinct] patri- 
Otism and national unity—ways of finding solutions— 
should be established if that is still possible. [passage 
omitted] 


The People’s Council of Antananarivo reaffirms the 
Statement issued by its executive committee that the 
various decentralized communities at all levels— 
province, sub-prefectures, communes, and villages—in 
Antananarivo Province [words indistinct] and continue 
with their duties in accordance with the laws in force in 
Madagascar. [end recording] 


Opposition Resumes Shadow Cabinet Implementation 


AB2308062091 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The political deadlock in Madagascar continues, 
in spite of meetings, pleadings, international interven- 
tions, and the daily demonstrations and ongoing general 
strike by the opposition. Now the Forces Vives [Active 
Forces] opposition coalition has gone back to its policy 
of setting up a shadow transitional government and has 
appointed three new ministers to a shadow cabinet. 
From Madagascar, Vohangi Rakotworevalo telexed this 
report: 


{Begin studio announcer recording] The new ministers 
are for public health, agriculture, and primary and 
secondary schools. The opposition spokesman, Pastor 
Richard Andriamanjato, announced the new appoint- 
ments to demonstrators during a meeting at the May 13 
Square in the capital, Antananarivo. There were fewer 
demonstrators than usual and the news was not received 
with any enthusiasm. Many people seemed to be very 
discouraged with the situation in Madagascar, which 
after three months of conflict has produced no concrete 
results. 


The opposition continues to appoint new ministers and 
President Didier Ratsiraka still refuses to resign. People 
cannot understand why the Forces Vives continues to 
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appoint shadow cabinet ministers without power while 
other opposition representatives were taking part in 
negotiations aimed at normalizing the situation, and it 
seems some people would welcome a peaceful take over 
of power by an outside force such as the army to break 
the deadlock. 


The meeting announced yesterday by the Malagasy 
Council of Churches, the FFKM [Federation of Chris- 
tian Churches], which brought together army officers, 
representatives of the pro-government MMSM 
[National Front for the Defense of Malagasy Socialism], 
and members of the opposition has not yet produced any 
results. Here in Antnanarivo, the situation is still very 
confused. According to the pro-government Radio Mad- 
agascar, the five other provinces of the country which 
earlier decided to become federated states are beginning 
to set up their own governing institutions. The regional 
governor of Antananarivo Province has refused to follow 
suit. [end recording] 


[Libreville Africa No.1 in French at 1830 GMT on 22 
August adds the following: “As I stated a short while ago 
in the headlines, the Malagasy opposition has softened 
its stance and said it is prepared for dialogue to, 
according to its spokesman, arrive at national redress 
and extricate the country from the deadlock. Here is 
Otouson Ngombe-Nga: 


[Ngombe-Nga] The decision was made at the end of the 
meeting between representatives of the government and 
the opposition and the Malagasy Federation of 
Churches. As you can see, this decision somehow under- 
scores the desire of the various actors to free the country 
from the deadlock in which it has plunged for the past 
three months. Begun on 10 June this year, the conflict 
between the opposition and President Didier Ratsiraka 
has paralyzed the economy as a result of a series of 
strikes, which have so far taken place in the major towns 
and caused the departure of several foreign investors. 


Similarly, the political situation remains deadlocked, 
with the opposition appearing so much to be incapable of 
snatching power from President Ratsiraka who defi- 
nitely no longer rules but still remains in the Presidential 
Palace. Furthermore, the transitional government 
formed by the opposition does not really direct the 
affairs of the nation yet. 


In another development, the prime minister, who was 
appointed a month ago by the president, has also just 
formed a cabinet made up of soldiers and civilians. 
Madagascar, therefore, finds herself with two govern- 
ments—a government of a president being asked to leave 


by street demonstrators and a government of opposition 
which no longer knows which way to turn to get rid of a 
Staggering government.**] 


Mozambique 


Further on Election of Chissano as Party Chairman 
MB2308123591 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 23 Aug 91 


[Text] The Mozambican head of state, Joaquim Chis- 
sano, has been reelected president of the country’s ruling 
Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] Party. The 
announcement was made today at the party’s sixth 
congress which has been taking place in Maputo since 
Monday last week. A spokesman said that Mr. Chissano, 
who was the only candidate, won 98.6 percent of the 
votes. It was a secret ballot, and all of the more than 700 
congress delegates had the right to vote. 


Before the voting took place on Wednesday [21 August], 
Mr. Chissano asked the delegates to support a policy of 
democratic socialism. The result of the vote is seen as a 
mandate for him to lead Frelimo into Mozambique's 
torst multiparty elections on that platform. These elec- 
tions are scheduled to be held next year. 


The delegates at the Frelimo Congress also voted this 
week for a new Central Committee of about 170 mem- 
bers. There were about 400 candidates. The result of this 
voting was still being calculated by computer this 
morning. A technical problem with the computer has 
delayed this process which should have been completed 
by yesterday morning. A Congress spokesman said it is 
hoped that results would be ready for publication today. 


Namibia 


German Parliamentarians on Strengthening Economy 


MB2308094491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0830 GMT 23 Aug 91 


[Text] Windhoek Aug 23 SAPA—Two German parlia- 
mentarians visiting Namibia believe that prime 
emphasis should be given to strengthening the market 
economy and private initiative. 


Dr Christian Neuling and Mr Volker Kauder, both 
member of the Christian Democratic Union Party in 
Germany and involved in co-operation development, 
said in a statement issued by the German Embassy in 
Windhoek that substantial growth incentives could be 
expected from increases in domestic demand rather than 
from foreign investment. 


The protection of private ownership had always been a 
decisive factor in free market economies where a land 
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tax could be used to promote increased productivity, 
they said. 


“In no way, however, should it come close to appropri- 
ation,” they added. The men travelled over 3,000km in 
northern Namibia by road during their week-long visit. 


They said the planned development projects which had 
been agreed to between the Namibian and German 
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governments—mainly concerning water supply, voca- 
tional training and the fisheries sector—should be imple- 
mented without delay. 


They also found that the Namibian Government was 
investigating pragmatic solutions to its problems and 
was implementing them. The two parliamentarians 
believed the regional elections in the first half of 1992 
would be of primary importance for the consolidation of 
democracy. In their view, the opposition should also be 
involved in preparing for the elections. 
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Ghana 


Lack of Western Aid Linked to Soviet Coup 


AB2208194091 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 0700 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[From the press review] 


[Text] THE GHANAIAN TIMES discusses last Mon- 
day’s [19 August] removal from office of the reinstated 
Soviet leader, President Mikhail Gorbachev. The paper 
says many Ghanaians find it ironic that U.S. President 
George Bush and other Western leaders, who are now 
speaking as though Mr. Gorbachev is their best friend, 
are the very ones who sent him away empty-handed in 
his desperate appeal for massive financial help at the 
recent meeting of the Group of Seven industrialized 
countries to back his reform programs. THE GHA- 
NAIAN TIMES makes it clear that if these Western 
leaders had given President Gorbachev more substantial 
help and not just smiles and handshakes, they would not 
now be lamenting what happened to him. 


Guinea-Bissau 


New Law on Legalization of Political Parties 


AB2208110591 Dakar PANA in English 1720 GMT 
20 Aug 91 


[Text] Bissau, 20 Aug (ANG/PANA)}—Thtie Guinea- 
Bissau People’s National Assembly Monday [19 August] 
adopted a law which reduced by 50 per cent the number 
of supporters a political party needed to be legalised 
Under the new law, the supreme court can legalise a 
political party once it produces a list of 1,000 registered 
members, out of whom 50 should come from each of the 
country’s nine provinces. Previously, a party was 
expected to produce 100 party adherents from each 
province. 


The proposal to reduce the figure was presented in 
parliament by the Central Committee of the ruling 
African Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau 
and Cape Verde (PAIGC). Only one of the country’s four 
Opposition parties, the Democratic Front led by Aris- 
tides Meneses, has applied to the Supreme Court for 
legalisation. The court has suspended the application 
because of irregularities. 


The Guinea-Bissau president, Joao Vieira, took part in 
the parliamentary session attended by 106 out of the 147 
members. 
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Ivory Coast 


Foreign Minister Details Liherian Peace Plan 


AB2208152091 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 22 Aug 91 p 22 


[“Exclusive” interview with Foreign Affairs Minister 
Amara Essy on the Liberian crisis by FRATERNITE 
MATIN reporter Noel Yao; place, date not given] 


[Teat] [Yao] Mr. Minister, you were in Monrovia on 19 
August where you were received by Mr. Amos Sawyer, 
the president of the Liberian Interim Government. You 
are said to have made some proposals on the settlement 
of the conflict, notably, on security restoration. How 
were these Ivorian proposals received? 


[Essy] There were no Ivorian proposals. As you know, at 
the cnd of the first Yamoussoukro meeting held on 29 
and 30 June, a five-member state ad hoc committee was 
created. The 1 4th heads of state summit of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) iu Avuja 
had endorsed the Yamoussoukro decision and con- 
firmed the creation of the five-member committee. After 
the committee met some decisions were made, notably 
to maintain contacts between ECOWAS member states 
and all countries capable of contributing to peace in 
Liberia. 

It is in regard that I went on various missions, first to 
New York where I delivered President Houphouet- 
Boigny’s letter to the UN secretary general and then to 
Washington where I also handed another letter from the 
head of state to Secretary of State James Baker. 


Finally, in Atlanta, I had a letter from the president for 
former U.S. President Jimmy Carter. 


Of course, all this comes from proposals made by the 
committee of five. The Ivory Coast, as a country, has no 
proposals, For the moment, we are engaged in consulta- 
tions on all aspects of the conflict on the most appro- 
priate ways and means of finding a solution. 


[Yao] This question is about a proposal aimed at 
replacing ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group 
(ECOMOG) troops with a UN force. Mr. Sawyer, with 
whom you met in Monrovia, is reported to have 
described this proposal as “unrealistic and absurd.” 


[Essy] As I have told you, when the heads of state met 
last July in Yamoussoukro, they re*ewed developments 
in the Liberia situation, according to the communique. 
The objective is to be able to organize free and demo- 
cratic elections, which require conditions of security, 
and this constitutes the major problem. Security cannot 
be guaranteed by member states of the ad hoc com- 
mittee, for this requires a lot of material means and 
armaments. 


So consultations with all countries became necessary, 
starting with those that have contingents on Liberia and 
with all ECOWAS member states. This is a problem that 
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goes beyond the competence of the five member states. 
Analyses and consultations are involved. At the current 
stage there are no proposals. Proposals will only be made 
when we will have gathered the support of all countries 
with the means to guarantee security, which is indispens- 
able for democratic elections. 


[Yao] In other words, the reports about President Sawyer 
rejecting the proposals are totally unfounded? 


[Amara] I have iold you that tiiere were no proposais for 
the good reason that we went to examine with Mr. 
Sawyer the ways and means to ensure security so that, 
with Mr. Carter’s assistance, elections can take place 
under good conditions and, above all, be credible. We 
will gather the views of all those who are directly or 
indirectly implicated in the conflict. Ivory Coast cannot 
make proposals alone. 


[Yao] So finally, please sum up the Yamoussoukro peace 
process as it stands today. 


[Amara] The situation will be reviewed at the next 
summit. You know that the Angolan conflict has lasted 
20 years. Negotiations have lasted more than five years 
and quiie a number of things have been done. Ivory 
Coast played her part. It was a long and slow process 
ending with what we see today. In Angola today, there is 
a move in the direction of peace through elections. The 
Liberian conflict cannot be settled after two or three 
meetings. 


[Yao] So has the timetable for elections in Liberia been 
disrupted? 


[Amara] | think it is unrealistic to fix a date for the 
elections. Of course, in the Abuja document a period of 
six months was stipulated, but this presupposed that the 
conditions for elections would be fulfilled, especially the 
restoral of confidence between the warring sides. So long 
as security has ©. ot been guaranteed, it is dangerous to set 
up a timetable. 


[Yao] Mr. Minister, what would you say to those who 
think the process is blocked and that Ivory Coast should 
never have fallen into this Liberian wasp nest? 


[Amara] Listen, I think those who speak of impasse are 
mainly those who are not used to taking part in conflict 
settlen\ent. This is a more complex process because no 
African confuct can be resolved only in Africa. Let's take 
the Angolan conflict, for instance. Meetings were cer- 
tuinly held in Africa but some were held in Portugal. 
This also applies to the Mozambican conflict where 
parties to the conflict meet in Italy. 


So this process is not as simple as that. One cannot do 
away, as with a stroke of a magic wand, with the 
resentments accruing from ilisputes between factions 
that have fought against each «ther. People have died as 
a result of the conflict. I have just returned from Mon- 
rovia and I was struck by the destruction there. There are 
no houses that do not bear bullet holes. | saw the Ivory 
Coast Embassy, which I was unable to recognize. It had 
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holes all over it and was completed destroyed. There has 
been deadly combat. All this calls for a climate of 
confidence and security to be created. As the president 
has said, it is easy to wage war but more difficult to 
install peace. 


[Yao] The presence of about 10 heads of state has been 
announced for the 29 August summit in Yamoussoukro 
(third - xeeting). Why this number and what is going to 
happen? 


[Amara] We left Yamoussoukro in July with a decision 
to begin consultations. The ad hoc committee is only a 
connecting link of ECOWAS. Consultations have taken 
place throughout this month. I have traveled a lot. 
President Diouf, the current ECOWAS chairman, has, 
through his emissaries, communicated with all the 
ECOWAS member countries in the subregion. 


All this testifies that this month has not been one for 
sleep. Everybody has worked and this wil! enable the 
next summit to bring together the views of all sides in 
order to formulate a plan or a process that can effectively 
lead us to take some major decisions. 


Mali 


Further on Head of State’s News Conference 


AB2308093691 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television 
du Mali Radio in French 1300 GMT 20 Aug 91 


[Excerpts] Yesterday Lieutenant Colonel Amadou 
Toumani Toure, chairman of the Transitional Com- 
mittee for the Salvation of the People, CTSP, and head 
of state held a press conference at the rest center of the 
former Air Force base. It was attended by the national 
and international press. Questions focused on a variety 
of topics: the situation in the north of the country, the 
transition period, the various forthcoming elections, 
and, of course, the national conference. [passage 
omitted]. 


One of the highlights of this press conference was the 
issue of the north. Why a special conference on the 
north? Here are the head of state's explanations: 


[Begin recording] The national conference might not 
have been the ideal framework for discussing the issue of 
the north but we have already laid the foundations 
through which we would like to settle the issue. Through 
the solemn declaration made by the national conference, 
the High Council of the Republic, and local communi- 
ties, the Constitution has defined a framework for future 
discussions or for bringing the various peoples from the 
north and south together. The Timbuktu conference is, 
therefore, not superfluous. I believe that the national 
conference had a well defined framework and specific 
agenda. The Timbuktu conference was not on the agenda 
of the national conference of Mali. We spoke about it 
when we discussed the general state of the nation and as 
a result, the conference gave instructions to the CTSP 
and government tc find the ideal framework ‘cr the 
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settlement of this painful conflict. That is why following 
some suggestions we agreed on holding a conference in 
Timbuktu to begin on 16 November. 


That conference will bring together all local and external 
leanings of the rebel group, the Malian Government, as 
well as our partners because the issue of the north does 
not concern rebels alone. Should peace return there 
tomorrow, other solutions must be found. The only basic 
problem that may arise is the issue of development. 
What can the Malian Government do now to allocate 
resources for development purposes in the north, and 
what help could it obtain from our external partners for 
restoring peace in order to make harmonious develop- 
ment possible in all the regions of northern Mali? [end 
recording] 


Concerning the national conference, the head of state 
expressed satisfaction with its proceedings: 


[Begin recording] Before the national conference 
opened, people even spoke of a national disaster. They 
were expecting anything, but our nationa’ conference 
gave the occasion for the Malian people » 1 whole to 
prove that we are able to face any event. i nis time we 
showed our national drive in a positive way. We held a 
responsible conference. We began on time. We held a 
dynamic and democratic conference. | was mainly 
impressed by the participation of the two groups which, 
in the past, could not express themselves, namely the 
farmers who held their conference within the conference 
and Malian emigrants who returned home, rapidly 
adjusted to society, and participated responsibly. 


Thus, at the end of this type of meeting, | believe, 
without boasting, that we can be proud of our national 
conference. We recovered a sort of trust, and with this 
trust I believe that the Malian people can now strive for 
the integral democracy we now want to establish. [end 
recording} 


Concerning former president Moussa Traore’s trial, Lt. 
Col. Amadou Toumani Toure said it will be held in 
conformity with the rule of law and without compla- 
cency: 


[Begin recording] I have told you that we do not want to 
hold a trial to please the international press or commu- 
nity or a trial to please the Malian people. We want a fair 
trial that will teach a lesson; a trial that will judge a 
regime for all the sufferings it brought upon us for 23 
years. I believe that as we are moving toward a state 
which respects the rule of law, we must make sure that 
this trial does not turn out to be an act of vengeance and 
that it is held in respect of the rule of law so that those 
men who, for 23 years, always denied the rule of law may 
be the first to benefit from it. I believe that this can only 
enhance the stature of the Malian people. 


This trial will also be held without any complacency. We 
will gather as much evidence as needed. We will prepare 
all the necessary documents and set up the necessary 
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jurisdiction so that judgment can be handed down in 
respect of the rule of law and without complacency. [end 
recording} 


Should the transition period be extended, what will be 
the head of state’s attitude in regard to his oath to return 
to the barracks on 20 July 1992. Here is Lt. Col. Amadou 
Toumani Toure’s answer: 


[Begin recording] I believe that we should rather be 
optimistic. First, there are po itical parties. As I told you 
at the national conference, it was in the interest of 
political parties that I once put myself at stake for at least 
24 hours. I asked myself what we really wanted. Some 
political parties did not want the transition period to be 
extended because they believed they were veady to win 
elections. That is fair; why not. Other parties were not 
ready and wanted much more time to organize them- 
selves better and [word indistinct]. That is also fair. 
There was also a large number of people who certainly 
spoke in good faith. I was also there. I had taken an oath 
and given my word of honor. 


I believe it would be a good thing, as I said earlier, for 
political parties and the press to organize themselves 
rapidly in order to learn a lesson. What is that lesson? It 
is to achieve the transition period within the set time and 
under the set terms. Now, let us not be pessimistic about 
the future and, thereby, seek an extension to the transi- 
tion period. I believe that is not the real issue. The real 
issue from now on is to prepare for and rapidly organize 
the referendum, hold it, and see the results. [end 
recording]. 


Nigeria 


Government Issues Statement on Gorbachev Overthrow 


AB2008220091 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 2100 GMT 20 Aug 91 


[Text] The Federal Government has expressed concern 
about the reported removal of President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev of the Soviet Union. In a statement in Lagos 
today, the government explained that the concern arose 
out of the universal admiration shared by Nigeria of the 
foresight and courage of Mr. Gorbachev. The Federal 
Government has commended his policies which it said 
had considerable influence on the course of international 
affairs in the past five years. It said that as a committed 
internationalist, President Gorbachev had contributed 
greatly to the current revival of the United Nations and 
the wave of democratization sweeping across the world. 
While the statement called for a resolution of the present 
crisis wi.hout bloodshed, it expressed the hope that the 
new Soviet leadership would continue with the policies 
of Mr. Gorbachev. 
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Urges Peaceful Resolution 


AB2108121591 Dakar PANA in English 0951 GMT 
21 Aug 91 


[Text] Lagos, 21 Aug (NAN/PANA)—Nigeria has 
appealed for a peaceful resolution of the present crisis in 
the Soviet Union following the ouster of Mikhail Gor- 
bachev as president on Monday. 


In a statement Tuesday in Lagos by the Ministry of 
External Affairs, the government said that it received the 
report of the removal from power of Gorbachev with 
some disquiet. 


The statement added that the concern arose out of the 
universal admiration, shared by Nigeria, of the foresight 
and courage of the deposed leader. His policies have had 
considerable influence on the course of international 
affairs in the past five years, it said, adding that mention 
could 2lso be made of the end of the Cold War and the 
ideological division of Europe, the rapprochement with 
the U.S. which had contributed to the settlement of some 
of the most intractable regional issues. 


The statement, further, noted that Gorbachev was a 
committed internationalist who had made a major con- 
tribution to the current revival of the UN and the wave 
of democratisation sweeping across the world. 


The government said its appreciation of Gorbachev's 
regime was rooted in the fact that the beneficial effects of 
his policies were universal and expressed the hope that 
these policies would be continued. 


Papers Laud Gorbachev 


AB2208192391 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[From the press review] 


[Text] Three papers, THE TRIUMPH, THE STAN- 
DARD, and THE DAILY STAR write on the political 
situation in the Soviet Union. THE STAR describes the 
foiled attempt to remove President Mikhail Gorbachev 
from office as dramatic and shocking to the world. It 
praises President Gorbachev for staking his political 
career to remove the problems which plunge the Soviet 
economy into near collapse. THE TRIUMPH and THE 
STANDARD join THE DAILY STAR in wishing the 
Soviet Union quick return to peace and order. 


Government Creating Four States Before Handover 


AB2308 124091 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] A minimum of four states is to be created by the 
present administration before it hands over power to 
civilians next year. The chief press secretary to the 
president, Chief Duro Onabule, disclosed this to 
newsmen in Abuja today at the beginning of a meeting of 
the council of ministers. 
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He said the meeting will deliberate on the state creation 
and other policy decisions to be announced next week. It 
will be followed by a two-day joint meeting of the Armed 
Forces Ruling Council and the National Council of State 
scheduled to begin tomorrow during which final deci- 
sions will be taken. The announcement on state creation 
is expected to be made by President Babangida in his 
broadcast to the nation next Tuesday [27 August] to 
mark the administration’s sixth year in office. 


Commentary Views Border Dispute With Cameroon 


AB2308123591 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Yemi Awojuola commentary] 


[Text] The prelude to the recent meeting in Abuja 
between the leaders of Nigeria and Cameroon was the 
incessant border incidents between the two countries. 
The incidents date back to the early sixties. The initial 
attempt to resolve the problems resulted in the Maroua 
Declaration. Since then, the Cameroonians have rejected 
several other attempts to negotiate the boundary dispute. 
This phenomenon is widespread in Africa and has led to 
persistent border conflicts and controversies among 
many African countries. This has been traced to the 
colonially imposed boundaries after the scramble and 
partition of the continent by the European powers. The 
colonial powers involved in the partition based their 
claims to different parts of the continent on treaties, 
many of which were faked with the local chiefs who were 
ignorant of their future consequences. 


Perhaps the Nigeria-Cameroon border issue can be said 
to belong to this category. One possible explanation for 
Nigeria’s restraint to take reprisal action against 
Cameroonian provocations long before the Abuja 
meeting has been the status quo boundary policy 
adopted by successive governments since independence. 
Objective military analysis shows Nigeria has a capacity 
to carry Out reprisals against Cameroon, but this line of 
action has not been adopted because of their African 
policy of good neighborliness. This can be viewed against 
the background of Nigeria’s leading role as a member of 
the OAU, ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States], and other intercontinental organiza- 
tions. Her leadership and mediatory role in the subre- 
gion are qualities that have been acknowledged by the 
international community. Besides, Nigeria’s foreign 
policy extols the ideals of peaceful coexistence with her 
neighbors. 


The harassment of Nigerians at the border areas by 
Cameroonian gendarmes and the reported annexation of 
some villages in the Nigerian territory clearly amounted 
to aggression. But the Nigerian leadership, rather than 
respond militarily, opted for a diplomatic and peaceful 
resolution of the conflict. This is where Nigeria's efforts 
in hosting the recent meeting between her and Cameroon 
should be seen as highly commendable. The Nigerian 
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public is delighted and relieved at the peaceful resolution 
of the perennial border crisis, especially because the 
nation now carries the mantle of leadership of the 
continent. 


Beyond the negotiations reached at Abuja, there lies 
much more to be done to nurture the agreement to stand 
the test through. In this connection, the relations 
between Nigeria and Cameroon should be strengthened. 
This can be enhanced now than ever before under the 
new African Economic Community treaty signed 
recently in Abuja. The problem of communication along 
their common borders requires urgent attention of both 
countries. This will not only reduce areas of conflict, but 
will certainly promote regional cooperation. The 
peaceful resolution of the border crisis is a significant 
test case that public opinion does not always play a 
major role in determining the option which the govern- 
ment takes. 


However, it should be emphasized that most modern 
states of Africa are successor states, having legal and 
territorial rights bequeathed to them by the erstwhile 
colonial laws. They are therefore bound by territorial 
obligations entered into by predecessor states. Every 
State, therefore, is under obligation not to violate this 
order or allow its territory to be used to act contrary to 
the rights of other states. This obligation implies that 
neighboring states, especially in the West and Central 
Africa, should accommodate nationals of one another as 
has been manifested by Nigeria. Such mutual coexist- 
ence has often enriched the economies of sister states. 
This can help to foster the much desired regional inte- 
gration within the continent. 


Senegal 


Diouf Expresses Concern Over Situation in USSR 


AB2108183591 Dakar PANA in French 1100 GMT 
21 Aug 91 


[Text] Dakar, 21 Aug (APS-SEN/PANA)—The Sene- 
galese head of state has been moved by the situation in 
the Soviet Union, describing as “highly serious” the 
events in Moscow, which on 19 August, led to Mikhail 
Gorbachev's destitution. In a communique published in 
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Dakar on 20 August at the end of the cabinet meeting, 
the Senegalese president expressed in this regard “the 
concern of the Senegalese Government.” Furthermore, 
he expressed the wish that “peace should be preserved in 
the USSR and the situation created does not stop the 
current drive toward a new global order of peace, social 
justice, democracy, and international security.” 


Togo 


Conference Adopts Pro-Gorbachev Declaration 


AB2208191591 Dakar PANA in English 1651 GMT 
22 Aug 91 


[Text] Lome, 22 Aug. (ATOP/PANA)}—The ongoing 
national conference of Togo Thursday [22 August] 
adopted a declaration applauding the failure of the 
attempted coup d'etat Monday against Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. The conference noted that if the 
coup attempt had succeeded, it would have been a 
serious setback to the democratic processes in many 
third world countries, especially in Africa. 


According to the declaration, the democratisation pro- 
cess in the USSR was one of the motivating forces 
behind the struggle for freedom in Africa. That is why, 
the declaration said, the Togolese national conference, 
which entered its 46th day Thursday, stands more than 
ever alongside the Soviet people in the quest for freedom 
and democracy. 


Adopts Security Commission Report 


AB2208 192091 Dakar PANA in English 1038 GMT 
22 Aug 91 


[Text] Lome, 22 Aug. (ATOP/PANA)—Togo’s national 
conference on Tuesday [20 August] adopted the report of 
the defence and security commission recommending the 
dissolution of the Calvary, the Presidential Guard and 
the Rapid Intervention Force. The report said Togo's 
Rapid Defence Force should be integrated into the 
national Army. The report also recommended the cre- 
ation of a republican guard, the suspension of new 
recruitment into the Army, a gradual reduction of the 
current 12,000 Army strength, as well as the creation of 
a defence ministry to be headed by a civilian. 
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